
DIY Your Own Blending Board for under $100 

Blending boards have become the rage for spinners who want to design their own art batts, rolags, or roving for 

spinning.  Beautiful boards are available to purchase for upwards of $200 or more. But, if you don’t mind doing a 

bit of the work yourself, or know a woodworker who can help, with some simple tools and supplies found at 

your local hardware, you can make a very nice blending board for well under $100.  

This project was developed by Ron Madere to satisfy the requests of several of NOWG’s Tuesday Weavers’ in 

the spring of 2014.   

What you will need for a basic board: 

1. Carding cloth 12x12 inches or the newer size 12 x 

91/2.  We purchased our cloth from Natural Fiber 

Yarns on Etsy.com.  Most applications require 

72TPI (tines per inch). $49 – $59 plus shipping. But 

get together with friends and get a break on 

shipping like we did. 

2. Wooden cutting board a bit larger than the cloth 

and about ¾ inch thick; 18x12 inches is ideal. If you 

find one with a handle or trench, make sure there 

is enough solid board to mount your cloth.  We 

found our bamboo board at TJMaxx for $12.99. 

3. Glue, painters tape, newspaper, staple gun and 

staples, screw driver to remove extra tines. 

4. One 4 foot long dowel stick (to cut in half).   

5. Pet hair brush, stiff paint brush, and single small diameter knitting needle.   

Optional Keel and Finger Hole supplies: 

1. Piece of scrap wood -  3 ½  x 9  5/8  x ¾ inches 

2. Hardware for optional keel – 2 wood insert nuts, ¼ inch long and one long bolt thumb screw, ¼ x 2 

inches and a washer to fit. 

3. Electric drill and bit to cut holes in boards; jig saw to cut curve in keel. 

4. Sand paper and wood file  

Making the board: 

1. On backside of board, mark the measurements for the 

finger hole and the keel holes (at center & 1/3 from the 

top) before drilling. Drill holes, file and sand the finger hole 

smooth with wood file and sandpaper.  

2. Screw the barrel nuts into the cutting board. 

3. With jig saw, cut the keel out of scrap wood following the 

pattern and sand edges smooth.  Drill hole for attachment 

screw through the dip/curve of the keel.  Cut dowel in half 

and sand smooth. 



4. With screw driver, pull two rows of tines from the carding cloth sides to reveal enough cloth to staple. 

5. On the smooth side of the board - If using spray glue, use painters tape and newspaper to mask off the 

area of the board that will not have 

the cloth on it.  Spray the board and 

cloth back according to instructions 

for your glue.   

6. Making sure that the “bend in the 

tines” is pointing up to the top of the 

board, affix the cloth to the smooth 

side of board and allow to dry.  

7. Staple around the cloth to finish 

securing the cloth to the board. 

 

 

Your are done – Enjoy! 

 


